Sandy Town Council



Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Sandy Town Council Monday 14 May 2012 held in the Council Chamber, 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy commencing at 7.30 pm.
Present: Cllrs Aldis, Ali, Jackson, Lunn, Lynch, Pettitt, Runchman, Scott, Sharman, Smith, Smyth, and Sutton.  Cllr Osborne was present for the latter part of the meeting.
Central Bedfordshire Cllrs Maudlin and Sheppard, three members of the public and the Town Clerk were in attendance.
Absent: Cllr White, Cllr Stacey
	
	
	Action

	1
	Election of Mayor (1/2012-2013)
It was resolved: to elect Cllr Susan Sutton to the office of Town Mayor.  Cllr Sutton made her declaration of acceptance of office.

	

	2
	Election of Deputy Mayor (2/2012-2013)

It was resolved: to elect Cllr Colin Osborne to the office of Deputy Town Mayor.

	

	3
	Apologies (3/2012-2013)

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr White and Cllr Osborne, although Cllr Osborne hoped to join the meeting later.
(Central Bedfordshire Cllr Sheppard had sent apologies for her anticipated late arrival.)

	

	4
	Declarations of Interest (4/2012-2013)

To receive declarations of interests from members

(Members of the Council are invited to declare any personal or personal and prejudicial interests they may have in any items on the Agenda for this meeting, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members)

(a) Personal Interests

Cllr Pettitt declared a personal interest in planning application No CB/TPO/12/00101 as the applicant was a personal friend.
(b) Prejudicial Interests

Cllr Pettitt declared a prejudicial interest in item 15 c) application for a grant from Sandy Twinning Association as he is a member of the Twinning Association.


	

	5
	Questions from Electors (5/2012-2013)

Mr John Bray asked the following questions:

1. Please could the council advise when the allotment waiting list, first exceeded 6 names?

2. Why after all these years have the council decided that the car park is now not available for visitors to the cemetery and allotments holders between the hours of 8.00am to 4.30pm, whilst we are aware that this is a working yard are the council actively trying to discourage allotment holders from using the allotments. From my observations there is ample parking for all parties concerned if there were better management of space available. To me it appears to be a council dumping ground, for example why are there two skips, 1 being full and has been awaiting collection for over 1 month now, does this not constitute a health hazard in its self. Also do the council own these skips, or are they rented, if the latter, why is money being wasted in this way?

3. Can the council be sure that all the plots are now allocated, from the inspection of the Stratford Road site on Sunday morning there still seems to be plots that not being cultivated do all the plot numbers and sizes tally with the rent collected. Having viewed an old site plan last Monday at our committee meeting it would appear that the triangular plot next to council building does not tally with the current site plan, how many other plots are in a similar situation? 

4. And finally from the accounts published at the Annual Town meeting, the council appeared to have made an operating profit on the allotments for the past 3 years at least.  However the Clerk had already advised that the figures did not take staff costs into accounts and could the proportion of staff costs allocated to the allotments be provided?

The Mayor confirmed that a response to the questions would be supplied in writing within 7 days.

	Clerk

	6
	Minutes of previous meeting (6/2012-2013)

It was resolved to approve the minutes of meetings of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 30 April 2012 with the following amendments:
Item 7 (26/2012-13)
remove the extraneous words “Road Fund Licence £220” from the minute.

Item 4.5 (23/2012-13) Amend minutes to read “It was resolved: to make objections to the proposed application.   Had Central Bedfordshire Council contacted the Emergency Services about the suitability of arrangements for the storage of Hazardous Substances near to a residential area?   The quantity of materials was excessive for the location.”  

	

	7
	Review of Committee Structure and Scheme of Delegations (7/2012-2013)

It was resolved: to approve the recently adopted committee structure and scheme of delegations for Sandy Town Council.

	

	8
	Review of Terms of Reference for Committees (8/2012-2013)
It was resolved: to approve the recently adopted terms of reference for committees of Sandy Town Council

	

	9
	Elections to Standing Committees (9/2012-2013)
It was resolved: to elect members to committees as follows:
Policy, Finance and Resources Committee

Cllr Aldis
Cllr Jackson

Cllr Lunn

Cllr Osborne

Cllr Pettitt

Cllr Runchman

Cllr Scott

Cllr Sharman

Cllr Smyth

Cllr White

Community and Environment Services Committee

Cllr Aldis

Cllr Ali

Cllr Jackson

Cllr Lynch

Cllr Runchman 

Cllr Scott

Cllr Smith 

Cllr Smyth

Cllr Stacey

Cllr Sutton 

Development Control Committee

Cllr Ali

Cllr Lunn

Cllr Lynch

Cllr Osborne

Cllr Pettitt

Cllr Sharman

Cllr Smith

Cllr Stacey

Cllr Sutton

Cllr White


	

	10
	Review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations (10/2012-2013)
It was resolved: To approve Sandy Town Council Standing Orders (adopted March 2012).

	

	11
	Review of representation on/work with external bodies and arrangements for reporting back (11/2012-2013)
It was resolved: To elect representatives to external bodies as shown below.
Sandy Charities – Cllr Sharman
22 Squadron Air Training Corps Parents and Friends Committee – Cllr White

Talk of the Town Transport Committee – Cllr Smith

A1 Campaign Committee – Cllrs Lunn, Runchman and Scott

Sandy Town Council Highways Liaison Member – Cllr Pettitt

Sandy Twinning Association – Cllr White

Christmas Lights Working Group – Cllrs Aldis, Lunn, Sharman and Smyth

Bedfordshire Town Councils Group – Mayor, Deputy Mayor and one other representative to be nominated when a meeting is arranged

SEG – Cllrs Aldis, Lunn and Sharman.

Sandy Sports and Leisure Association – Cllr Sutton

Sandy Young People’s Youth Club – Cllrs Lynch and Aldis

Sandy Town Team – Cllrs Ali, Jackson, Lunn, Runchman, and Smyth

It was resolved: that representatives to external bodies would make reports in writing to Sandy Town Council.  It was noted that the report from Sandy Charities would be brief because of the confidential aspect of the grant giving but a written report would be provided.  It was further noted that with respect to the Town Team which met monthly a copy of the minutes would take the place of written reports.  


	External Representatives

External Representatives

	12
	Review of inventory and asset register (12/2012-2013)
It was resolved: to approve the asset register and to note the need for amendments to the inventory which would be updated further.
Members noted that the asset register was prepared in accordance with approved Proper Practices and reflected original purchase price/previous valuations of assets, in accordance with these regulations local council assets are not depreciated in the same way as in a business context.  

(Cllr Sheppard joined meeting.)

	Clerk

	13
	Review and confirmation of arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all insured risks (13/2012-2013)
It was resolved: to note the current arrangements for insurance cover as described in the Clerk’s report circulated before the meeting.
	

	14
	Review of the council’s and employees’ memberships of other bodies (14/2012-2013)
It was resolved: To approve the payment of subscriptions and membership of external bodies listed on the agenda with the exception of subscriptions to LGA and BATPC.  Payment of these subscriptions would be delayed pending a further report from the Clerk at the next meeting.

	Clerk to prepare report for Town Council

	15
	Review of the council’s complaints procedure (15/2012-2013)
It was resolved: to maintain the council’s current complaints procedure for the time being.

	

	16
	Review of the council’s procedures for handling requests made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998 (16/2012-2013)
It was resolved: to confirm existing procedures for handling FOI requests and to produce a practical guide to the administrative procedures to be followed by all staff in handling such requests. 

	Clerk to prepare draft procedures for Policy, Finance and Resources Committee

	17
	Review of the council’s policy for dealing with the media (17/2012-2013)
The Clerk reminded members of current arrangements for dealing with the news media ie that all news releases were issued by the Town Council office and interviews and comments on behalf of the Town Council were made by the Mayor, Clerk or other member nominated by Council is a specific circumstance.  The Mayor reminded members of their responsibility to abide by this policy.
It was resolved: To note the need for a formal policy and to defer adoption of this pending work from the Clerk.  

	Clerk to prepare draft policy for Policy, Finance and Resources Committee

	18 
	Approval of the calendar of ordinary meetings of the full council for the year ahead (18/2012-2013)
Following discussion it was resolved: to approve the calendar of ordinary meetings and committee meetings for the year ahead which had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  The Clerk agreed to bring a schedule of suggested dates for the 6 months from May 2013 to November 2013 to the council in the near future.

	Clerk 

	19
	Planning Applications (19/2012-2013)
1. CB/12/01434/VOC Removal of condition no 8 on planning permission CB/12/10/04078 Former RKB Precision Products Ltd, New Road, Sandy Bedfordshire.  
It was resolved: to make no objections to the variation.
2. CB/TPO/12/00101 works to two yew trees to the front of the property at 29 St Neots Road Sandy Bedfordshire.  R Banks, St Neots Road removal of Yew trees.  
It was resolved: to make no objections to the proposed felling of dead trees.  (Cllr Pettitt abstained.)

	

	20
	Finance (20/2012-2013)
It was resolved:
a) To note and approve items on an incomplete list of payments/receipts available for the month of April which is attached to these minutes. 
b) It was resolved: to make a community grant in the sum of £300 to Biggles FM
Cllrs Aldis and Scott left the room and did not participate in the following item on the grounds that they had a prejudicial interest as the applicant speaking on behalf of the next community group was a personal friend.

It was resolved: to make a community grant in the sum of £100 to Fit and Fabulous.

Cllrs Aldis and Scott returned to the meeting.

It was resolved: to make a community grant in the sum of £500 to Nexus Performing Arts Group.
Cllr Pettitt left the meeting and took no part in the next item of business.

It was resolved: to defer making a decision on the application from Sandy Twinning Association for a grant of £500 as further clarification was needed on the subscriptions shown in the Association’s accounts.

	Clerk

	21
	Mayoral and Deputy Mayoral Communications (21/2012-2013)
It was resolved: To note the Mayor’s and Deputy Mayor’s engagements and communications.
Following the 30th anniversary visit of the French twinning link a gift from the Mayor of Malaunay had been received (inscribed glass block) and it was resolved to send a letter of thanks to the Mayor.  A gift from the Malaunay Jumelage (decorated ceramic vase) had also been received by the Sandy Twinning Association.  
The Mayoral Concert planned for 5 May 2012 had been postponed due to insufficient ticket sales, it was hoped to reschedule the event later in the summer.  


	Clerk

	22 
	Confidential Item (22/2012-2013)
It was resolved: to exclude member of the public and accredited representatives of newspapers under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 (ie commercially sensitive information).
Following discussion it was resolved: to set up a task group composed of Cllrs Sutton, Osborne, Scott, Aldis, White, Smith and Runchman to prepare a comprehensive financial strategy for Sandy Town Council to consider.  This would take into account such known capital projects as the Town Council may wish to undertake in the near future.  The report of the group would be presented to Sandy Town Council as soon as practicable.


	Cllrs Sutton, Osborne, Scott, Aldis, White, Smith and Runchman.

Clerk
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